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successful, said Lenin, only if a fundamental task of the Russian Marxists was
carried out, viz.} to unite tie disconnected Marxist circles and form a single*
socialist workers' party. "We must decide^ said Lenin, "wJiat is the most
suitable form of organization for the conditions we have to work
under^ in order to spread the ideas of Social-Democracy and unite the workers
into a political force.33*

The book ends with the following prophetic forecast of the historical
course of development of the Russian working class.

"It is on the working class that the Social-Democrats concentrate all their
attention and all their activities. When the advanced representatives of this
dass have mastered the ideas of scientific Socialism, the idea of the historical
role of the Russian workers, when these ideas become widespread and when
.durable organizations arise among the workers which will transform their
present sporadic economic war into a conscious class struggle, the Russian
workers will rise at the head of all the democratic elements,
overthrow absolutism and lead the Russian proletariat (side
by side with the proletariat of all countries) along the straight road of the open '
political struggle to the victorious Communist r ev olutio it"**

These words came true in Lenin's own lifetime.

The historical importance of What the Friends of the People Are ? Hes in
the fact that in it Lenin, after demolishing the theories of Narodism and
, formulating the tasks of the Russian Marxists, "correctly pointed out to the
working class its path of struggle, defined its role as the foremost revolu-
tionary force in society, and that of the peasantry as the ally of the working
class."***

This brilliant work of Lenin's was secretly printed on a hectograph in
only a few score of copies. Nevertheless, it became known to most of the
Social-Democrats then active in Russia. In Tiflis it was read by young
Stalin, who had only just joined the revolutionary movement.

While combating Narodism, Lenin attacked the temporary "fellow
travellers" who had attached themselves to Marxism, the so-called "Legal
Marxists," who were, in fact, bourgeois Liberals. These "Legal Marxists'*
tried to' take advantage of the campaign against Narodism to subject the
working-class movement to the interests of the bourgeoisie. They tried to
extract from Marxism its revolutionary core and to convert it into bourgeois
reformism. In later years these "fellow travellers" became Constitutional-
Democrats, and during the Civil War out-and-out Whiteguards.

It required Lenin's amazing power of penetration to-enable one to see at
the very inception of "Legal Marxism" that its representatives were bourgeois
Liberals. He launched his campaign against the "Legal Marxists" by
attacking its foremost exponent. Peter Strave, who had proposed that the
Russian Marxists should admit that they "lack culture and go to learn from
capitalism." In the autumn of 1894, at a private gathering of St, Petersburg
Marxists at which representatives .of "Legal Marxism" were present, he read
a paper entitled "The Reflection of Marxism in Bourgeois Literature" in
which he strongly and emphatically denounced Struve's views and exposed
the Liberal bourgeois nature of the "Legal Marxists/5 He said that the latter
were bourgeois democrats who, having renounced Narodism and now oppos-

* Lenin, Collected Works* Fourth Ross, eel," Vol. I, p. 302.
** Lenin, Selected Works, Eng. ed., VoL I, pp. 454-55.
*** History of the CR&tt (B.), Eng. ed., p. 20.
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